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DECISION ON PETITION 



This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.378(c), filed January 29, 2008, to accept the unintentionally 
delayed payment of a maintenance fee for the above-identified patent. 

The petition is GRANTED. 

This patent expired on June 29, 2007 for failure to pay the seven and one-half year maintenance fee. Since this 
petition was submitted within twenty-four months after the six-month grace period provided in 37 CFR 1.362(e), the 
petition was timely filed under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.378(c). 

The maintenance fee is hereby accepted and the above-identified patent is reinstated as of the mail date of this 
decision. 

It is not apparent whether the person signing the statement of unintentional delay was in a position to have firsthand 
or direct knowledge of the facts and circumstances of the delay at issue. Neverflieless, such statement is being 
treated as having been made as the result of a reasonable inquiry into the facts and circumstances of such delay. In 
the event that such an inquiry has not been made, petitioner must make such an inquiry. If such inquiry results in the 
discovery that the delay in paying the maintenance fee under 37 CFR 1.378(c) was intentional, petitioner must notify 
the Office. Petitioner will not receive future correspondence related to maintenance fees for the patent unless a "Fee 
Address" Indication Form (see PTO/SB/47) is submitted. 

Telephone inquiries concerning this decision should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-4231. 
The patent file is being forwarded to Files Repository. 
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Paralegal Specialist 
Office of Petitions 
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PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIQNALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF 
MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c)) 



Docket Number (Optional} 



Mail to: Man Stop Petition 

Commt^oner for PptentB 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-145Q 
FflX:(57t)27W300 

NOTE: If infbnnatian or assistance is needed in completing this form, please contact Petitions Information 
at (571) 272-328^ 



Patent No. 6.01S.912 



^Application Numt»r Qa^52.S6S 



Issue Date June 29. 1999 



. FiHng Date Novgmber 21 . 1 998 _ 



CAUTION; 



Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must conECtiy identify: (1) the patent 
nunnber (or reissue patent numt>er, if a reissue) and (2) the appiication number of the 
actual U.S. application (or reissue application) leading to issuance of that patent to 
ensure the fee(5) is/are associated with the conect patent 37 CFR 1.366(c) and (d). 



Also compJete the following infomtationp if applicable 
The above - identified patent 

□ 



id a reissae of original Patent No. . 

original application number 

ordinal filing date 



on'ginal issue date. 



_ [~| resulted from the entry Into the U.S. under 35 U.5.C. 371 of international 
00000001 500310 ^f5l!S 



g fl&0,00 Dfl 
n40.00 Dfl 



CERTIFICATE OF MAlLlNO (37 CFR 1.8(a)) 



I hereby certify that this paper (along with any paper referred to as being attached or enclosed) is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service on the dale shown below with sufficient posts^e as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to Mail Stop Petition. Commisstoner for Patents. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450, or facsimile 
transmitted to the U.S. Patent and Tredemark Office on the date shown below. 



Date 



Signature 



Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 



TTjj oolecajon oT (rtrofmailM /«iutfed by fl^^^ 1.37WO. The Wwmalwn ta rwjred to obtsln or retain a bmm by tho public which te to Ite (am* by tl» 
USPTO to piTOSs) an eppficatioa ConfidenbaWy ift oovemed by 33 U^.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1 .11 and 1.14. Ttib ooBecUon is estimaBd to take 1 hour to aunaoB 
Indutftnfl oamerino, pfeparfng. and eubftjilfiftg tfw coffipWed sppltcation form to Iho USPTO. Tuno wID vary dBpamflna "P^ft tr*e iwiMtfwai ca»e. Aw eommems or! 
51?^"^ ?Jft" * CGir^eto th» torm oncLtr suggasiiorta tor raductng thi» ttffCen, »hwW be tem to (he Chief htfOflrnaEon Officer. U^. Petefrt and 

I^SS? ?^k^3^?t^I^^2^^^°^'^ eat 1450. AlexantfA*. VA 22315.1450. DO NOT SEND OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SE>i0 TO: Ua^ St«p Pe«^<v Cwnnii$»i*iw for Patents, P^. Box 145ft, Alsandrta, VA 2331S-i4S0. 

tfyou need asmance in oompieUng the farm, caB 1-800^(y$l69 and se/ecf opVen 2. 
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1. SMALL ENTITY 

f/I Patentee ciaims, or has previously dainwd, small entity status. Sea 37 CFR 1 »27. 

2. LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTfTY STATUS 

[71 Patentee is no lonfier entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1 .27(g), 

3. MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.2D(eH9)) 

The appropnate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition, unlesB it was pM earfier. 



NOT Small Entity 
Amount Fe'e (Code) 


Snnall Entity 

Amount • Fee (Code) 


□ S 3 1/2vrfee (1551) 
Pn $ 2,360,00 7 1/2 vr fee (1552) 
Fl s 11 1/2 vrtee (1553) 


□ S 31/2vrfee (2551) 
n S 7 1/2 vr fee (2662) 
n $ 11 1/2 vr fee (2553) 



MAINTENANCE FEE BEING SUBMITTED $ 2.360.00 



4. SURCHARGE 

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(i)(2) of $ 1640.00 (Fee Code 1568) must be paid as a condition 

of accepting unrntentionaUy delayed payment cf the maintenance fiee. 

SURCHARGE BEING SUBMriTED S 4.000.00 

5. MANNER OF PAYMENT 

) I Enclosed is a check for the sum of $ " 

E Please change Deposit Account No. fio^oain the sum of $ 4.000.00 A duplicate 

copy of this authoriration is attached. 

I I Payment by cnedit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 

6. AUTHORIZATION TO CHARGE ANY FEE DEFICIENCY 

(V] The Director is hereby authorced to charge any maintenance fee, surcharge or petition 

deficiency to Deposit Account No. _6Q^io , A duplicate copy of this authorization is attached. 
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/.OVERPAYMENT 

As to any overpaymeni made please 
[3 Credit to Deposit Account No.J5fibfi21fl_ 



OR I , 

I I Send refund check. 

WARNING: 

PeiKIoner/appncant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal irtformation In documents filed in a patent application that may 
contribute to identity theft Perconal information such as social security numbere. bank account numbers, or credit rard 
numbers(otherthan a check or credit caid authorization form PTO203B submitted tbf payment punjosee) Is newr requu^^ 
the U5PT0 to suppoTt a petftion or an application. If this type of personal mformation Is Included in documente subrriitted to 
the USFTO, petitionera/appncants should consider redacting such personal Information from the docurrterts before submlftng 
them to the USPTO. Petitioner/applicant © advised that the record of a patent application is available to the Pub |C^r 
publication of the application (unless a non-publication request in compliance wKh 37 CFR 1 .21 3(a) te mada in the appljcatfon) 
Of issuance of a patent. Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also be avaHabie to the public if the 
application Is referenced in a pubfohed application or an issued paterrt (see 37 CFR 1.14)^ »^^J=^^^^ 
aumorkation forms PT<N2a38 submitted ftor payment purposes are not retained m the application fUe and therefore are rwt 
publidy available. 

STATEMENT 

The delay in payment of the maintenance fee to this patent was unintenttonaL 
9. PETmONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE 



ACCEPTED AND;RTE PAIBHX REJ^ATED. 




January 29. 2(K)8_ 



SSnature(s) of PetitiOneT(s) O^te 



Arthur M. AfltonetP . S1.41Q r— r:- 

Typed or printed name(s) Registration Number, if appBcable 

202-739^17 



Telephone Number 



Mnryan Lewtft ft RncViiia LLP 



Address 

1111 Pennsv lvftrtia Avanue. N.W.. Wafihraaten. D.C 20004 



Address 



37 CFR 1.378(d) states: "Any petftton under this section must be s^ned by an atlorrwy or agent 
registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark OfHoe, or by the patentee, the assignee, 
or other party in intepect" 

ENCLOSURES; 

Maintenance Fee payment 
1 /I Surcharge under 37 CFR 1.20(0(2) (fee for filing the maintenance fee petition) 

□ ■ 



IPage3or3] 
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